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The Kotzschmar Organ is one of the grandest and most celebrated pipe organs in the world. 
Its   home is in the historic Merrill Auditorium in the Arts district of Portland, Maine. With  
incredible power and range, the Kotzschmar offers an annual concert series featuring top 
guest artists from around the world.  
 
The organ’s 7,101 pipes are arranged in 104 ranks and played from 239 stop knobs on the  
organ console. Its windchest is 9 feet tall, 7 feet wide, and 54 feet long, large enough for  
approximately 50 people to fit inside even when the organ is being played. The Kotzschmar’s 
main organ chamber is 60 feet long, 16 feet wide, and 40 feet tall, big enough to hold about 
six tractor-trailers. 
 
The Kotzschmar was built into the Merrill, originally known as Portland City Hall Auditorium, 

when the building was constructed in 1912. Publishing Magnate Cyrus H. K. Curtis, founder of the Saturday Evening Post,  
commissioned the Austin Organ Company of Hartford, Connecticut, to construct and install the organ, gifting it to the city. He 
named the organ after his music teacher, Hermann Kotzschmar, a man he greatly admired and respected. Kotzschmar, a German 
native, lived in Portland from 1848 until his death in April 1908. He had a pivotal and lasting influence in Portland’s rich cultural 
life.  
 
In 1981, the Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ was founded to maintain, protect and preserve the organ and inspire passion for 
its music. In 1995, with the organ nearing its 100th birthday, the Friends came to realize that this grand “King of Instruments” 
was in desperate need of critical repairs. The Friends pulled together and, with the help and support of grant funding and many 
generous donors, were successful in raising the more than $2.6 million needed to return the Kotzschmar to its true musical 
splendor. 
 
In 2012, the Kotzschmar was removed and a complete professional renovation commenced. The work took more than two years 
to complete. The fully revitalized organ was dedicated on September 24, 2014, a triumph for the Friends, the City of Portland, 
and other Kotzschmar devotees around the country and world. 
 
The Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ, a volunteer-driven organization, continues to ensure the sounds of the Kotzschmar can be 
enjoyed by future generations.  



Hailed as “a great organist” displaying “phenomenal technique and 
sheer musicality” (Bloomberg News), James Kennerley is a multi-
faceted musician, working as a conductor, keyboardist, singer, and 
composer. His performances are known for their illustrious flair and 
thrilling virtuosity, subtlety and finesse, drawing on the full resources of 
the instrument. James’ YouTube performances have enjoyed worldwide 
popularity and millions of views globally.  
 
In 2019, James was named Director of Music at Saint Paul’s Church, 
Harvard Square, presiding over the world-famous choir of men and 
boys. He was appointed the Municipal Organist of Portland, Maine, in 
2017, following a unanimous vote from the Search Committee and the 
City Council. A native of the United Kingdom, he has held Organist and 
Choirmaster positions at Saint Ignatius of Antioch Episcopal Church, 
New York City and the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Times Square. 

He is also part of a team of musicians at Park Avenue Synagogue in New York City, one of the foremost 
centers of Jewish music and liturgy in the world.  
 
Mr. Kennerley made his Carnegie Hall solo début in 2016 with the celebrated ensemble the Sejong   
Soloists. Performances last season included concerts at Alice Tully Hall, the Frick Collection, the  
Metropolitan Museum’s MetLiveArts series, and in the Lincoln Center White Light Festival. He has also 
given concerts at Washington National Cathedral, Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, Princeton University, the 
Royal Albert Hall, Saint Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, and other major venues throughout the 
United States and Europe. He was a featured artist on recordings with the Grammy- nominated Choir of 
Trinity Wall Street including Handel’s Messiah and Israel in Egypt, and Monteverdi Vespers, as well as a 
recording of Julian Wachner’s The Snow Lay on the Ground. Mr. Kennerley was a prizewinner at the 
2008 Albert Schweitzer International Organ Competition, and a finalist at the inaugural (2013)  
Longwood Gardens International Organ Competition.  
 
Mr. Kennerley holds degrees from Cambridge University and The Juilliard School. He has studied the 
organ with David Sanger, Thomas Trotter and McNeil Robinson, and harpsichord with Kenneth 
Weiss, Peter Sykes, and Richard Egarr. He holds the prestigious Fellowship of the Royal College of 
Organists diploma.  
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Johann Sebastian Bach 1685–1750 

Sinfonia from Cantata, BWV 29 “ Wir danken dir, Gott”  

 transcribed by James Kennerley 

Toccata and Fugue in D minor, BWV 565 

Two chorale preludes from the Schübler collection: 
 Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 
 Kommst du nun, Jesu, vom Himmel herunter, BWV 650 
 
Prelude & Fugue in A minor, BWV 536 
 
“Little” Fugue in G minor, BWV 578 
 
Fugue in G major “alla Giga”, BWV 577 
 
Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor BWV 582 
 
Prelude and Fugue in D major, BWV 532 

David E. Wallace & Co. LLC 

Pipe Organ Builders 
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Johann Sebastian Bach 

Born on March 21, 1685, Bach was renowned during his lifetime as a “world-
class organist” – more famous for his virtuosic organ playing than for his  
compositions. Bach’s organ music has captured the minds of performers and 
audiences for generations ever since. The program opens with the Sinfonia 
from Cantata, BWV 29, “Wir danken dir, Gott” transcribed by James  
Kennerly.  It was originally composed for the opening celebrations for the 
Leipzig town council in 1731. 
 

 In Bach’s Weimar period, he worked as Konzertmeister (Director of Music) at 
the ducal court from 1708 until 1717. It was here that he began to compose 
keyboard and instrumental pieces in full force. Bach also came under the  

influence of Italian music composed by the likes of Vivaldi, Albinoni, and others. This is the music of a composer who 
is experimenting, absorbing styles from various other composers and finding his voice as a young composer. 
 

 The Toccata and Fugue in D minor, BWV 565, is one of the most famous works in organ repertoire. Scholars differ as 
to when it was composed; it could have been as early as 1704, when the composer was still 18 or 19 years old. To a 
large extent, the piece conforms to the characteristics deemed typical for the north German organ school with 
divergent stylistic influences, such as south German characteristics. 
 

The chorale preludes, Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645, and Kommst du nun. Jesu von Himmel herunter, 
BWV 650, are part of a The Schubler Chorales, named after Johann Georg Schubler.  They were published in late 
1747 or before August 1748, in Zella St. Blasii.  At least five preludes of the collection are transcribed from move-
ments in Bach’s church cantatas, mostly the chorale cantatas that he had composed around two decades earlier.  
Wachet auf features the chorale melody played by the left hand, while Kommst du nun calls for the melody to be 
played by the feet. 
 

Prelude and Fugue in A minor, BWV 536, has the harmonic and melodic touches that are all Bach. The arpeggiated 
opening leads into a transition marked by pedal points, long-held pedal notes above which the harmony and  
virtuosic manual writing unfold.  The rest of the prelude develops the arpeggiated figures with chains of beautifully 
written suspensions. 
 

“Little” Fugue in G minor, BWV 578, and Fugue in G major “alla Giga”, BWV 577, continue as two classic Bach  
compositions. The “little fugue” was written during his years at Arnstadt (1703-1701), and has been arranged for  
ensembles, including an orchestral version by Leopold Stokowski.  The “jig” has been traditionally challenged as 
attributed to Buxtehude.  Obvious from the start, the richness and variety of the fugue subject makes colorful fugue 
dance through Bach-created episodes. 
 

In the Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor, BWV 582, Bach’s ostinato melody composes eight measures.  The opening 
begins in the pedal with no accompaniment from the manuals. There are 21 variations that build up to a crescendo 
in 12, followed by three quiet variations, forming a short intermezzo, then the remaining five variations end the 
work. The Passacaglia is followed, without a break with a double fugue, and extensive counterpoint development. 
 

The concert concludes with Bach’s most virtuosic organ the Prelude and Fugue in D major. According to his obituary, 
“With his two feet, [Bach] could play things on the pedals that many not unskillful keyboard players would find it 
bitter enough to have to play with five fingers.” This work features a razzle-dazzle whirlwind of scales and arpeggios 
to be played by the feet—surely the young Bach showing off his famous virtuosic technique. 

Program notes prepared by Friends of Kotzschmar Organ Office Staff. 
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Annual Fund 

Many thanks to all those who contribute to the Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ.  
This list includes gifts to the annual fund received between April 1, 2019 and September 22, 2020.   

Please call our office at 207-553-4363 or email info@foko.org with any errors or omissions. 

Hermann Kotzschmar Society 
The Hermann Kotzschmar Society was established June 1, 2009, to honor contributions of $1,000 or  greater. 

Windchest ($5,000+) Console ($2,500–$4,999) 

Anonymous 

Estate of Barbara B. Clark 

Estate of Mr. & Mrs. D. W. Wiegand 

Peter Haynes 

 

Anonymous 

Harriette & Peter Griffin 

Cyrus Hagge 

Mrs. Gerry Orem 

Martha L. Taylor 

Great ($1,000–$2,499) 

Anonymous (2) 

Judy & Richard Avy 

Connie & Peter Bingham 

Thomas M. Cattell 

Sally Clifford 

Doug & Harper Lee Collins 

Tracy & Tim Hawkins 

Lucy & Roy Ingraham 

Estate of Helena Jensen 

Judy & Jeff Kane 

Linda & David Kirstein 

Jane C. Litchfield 

Jeremiah Newbury 

Pam & Peter Plumb 

Patricia B. Rice 

Robin & Larry Rubinstein 

Elizabeth & Robert Stoddard 

Ruth Story 

Nancy & Mark Terison 

Elsa & Richard van Bergen 

Katherine & David Wallace 

Swell ($500–$999)   

Anonymous (3) 

John F. Edwards 

Jane Garvin 

Elsa Geskus 

Thomas F. Hickey 

James Issacson 

William Judd 

Cynthia Osborne 

Sue & Hank Schmitt  

Elizabeth Scully 

Jean & Donald Showalter 

Alan Sockloff 

Diapason ($250–$499)   
  

Deb and Doug Baker 

Jean & Elliott Barker 

J. Michael Barone 

William G. Bullock 

Mark Dirksen 

Bonnie & John Fossett 

Barbara & John Graustein 

Caroline Knott 

Harry W. Konkel 

Jonathan Little  

      & Jessie Bergstrom 

Beth & Bill Muldoon 

Heather Noyes 

Joan & Juergen Renger  

Barbara & Theodore Sergi 

Shireen Shahawy & Jeffery Lee 

Anita T. Taylor 

Suzann Weekly & Brian Holihan 

Florence & Ian White 

Heide & Craig Whitney 

Eunice & John Wilcox 

   



Pedal ($100–$249) 
  

Anonymous (5) 

Linda Acciardo 

Jonathan Ambrosino 

Anne Baier 

David Baker 

George Ball 

Tony Barrett 

Anne Bencks 

Gary Blais 

Peter Bonanomi 

Mary P. Born 

John Brennan & Paula Barbour-Brennan 

Dr. James F. Brown  

   & Mrs. Jae F. Brown 

Cathleen Bryant 

Connie & Ged Bryon 

Marybeth Burbank 

Gail & Peter Cinelli 

Carolyn Colpitts 

Wendy Covell 

Mary & Carl Cowan 

Elizabeth & Robert Crane 

Donald Curry 

Anne Dalton &  

      David W. Smith 

Carol & Don Doele 

Lucy D. & Henry L.  Donovan 

Mary C. Doughty 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Dwyer 

Nancy Hemstreet Eaton 

Robert Faucher 

Betsy Fenwick 

James D. Flood 

Joyce & David Freeman 

Mary & James Freilinger 

Bill Gannon 

Andrew Geoghegan & Gloria Pinza 

Sandi Goolden 

Kathleen B. Grammer 

Becky & Joel Gratwick 

Rick Gremlitz 

Anna & Richard Hamilton 

Terrie Harman & Thomas D. McCarron 

Marge & Bob Healing 

Diane & Ray Hender 

Marion & Bruce Hopkins 

Elizabeth & Thomas Hughes 

Mr. Karel Jacobs 

Jean & Charlie Johnson 

Judy & Mark Johnston 

Mildred Goss Jones 

Mr. James McCormick & Ms. Jamie Kline 

Judi & Peter Lawrence 

Renee Lebrun 

Richard G. Leigh 

Larry Litten 

Ann & Bruce Lockwood 

Elaine & Arthur Mange 

Mr. & Mrs. Reed Markley 

Judy McCollum 

Carolyn & Jack McHale 

Leslie  & Peter Merrill 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Miller 

Carl Monk 

Libby & Bob Moore 

 

Mary M. Moore 

Carolyn Murray 

Gloria & John Norton 

Shirley & Ronald Patten 

Carolyn Paulin & Paul Vemel 

Joan & Lew Phillips 

Elizabeth Parker Rafferty 

Lynn & Ted Reese 

Robert Reidman 

Linda &Robert Russell 

Donald Sarles 

Donna Saunders 

Rebecca & Paul Schnell 

Anne & John Schuettinger 

John A. Scully 

Robert Sellin 

Mary & Daniel Shumeyko 

Sarah L.O. Smith 

Natalie & Ari Solotoff 

Caroline Stevens 

Elizabeth & Harold Stover 

Kristin G. Sweeney 

Rebecca B. Thompson 

Andrea Varnum 

Marion & William Vierow  

Stacie Webb 

Margaret & Peter Webster 

Jenny Westcott 

Mary-Jane Whitney 

William Wieting 

Lee & Michael Wygant 

 Diane & Fred Yosua 

Ervin B. Zimmerman 



Celeste(up to $99) 
   

Anonymous (8) 

Stacey Aceto 

Joan & Dan Amory 

Jonathan Amory 

Alan Amos 

David Anderson 

Thomas Anglim 

Elaine L. Armstrong 

Donald Auten 

Georgia Bancroft 

Paul Bartels 

Pauline Bartow 

Timothy Bathras 

Phillip Bennett 

Karen Benoit 

Peter Bergh & Janet Prince 

Dr. A. Jan Berlin 

George Berry 

David Bilski 

Nancy Bischoff 

Kathy Bock 

Ella Boehnke 

Victoria & Erno Bonebakker 

Diane & Tom Bore 

Michelle Borodinsky 

Peter Bowman 

Sharon Bradbury 

Jeff Breece 

Elizabeth Bridges 

Dennis Brizzolara 

Joan & Edward Bromage 

Leslie Brooks-Tardiff 

Heide Buelow 

Jeffrey Burnham 

Joan Caldwell 

Janet Caner 

Carl Canzanelli & Linda Temte 

Joan & Ed Carrier 

Anne Carter 

Robin Carter 

Ann Carter 

Jan Chapmen 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Chern 

Mary Churchman 

Marcia Clark 

Phillip Claudy 

Peter Cole 

Karyl Condit 

Kathleen Conrad 

Kevin Conroy 

Christina Corbett 

Barry Costa 

Judith Cutler 

Kathleen Damon 

Constance Dayton 

Richard deCosta 

William Degan 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur 

Delmhorst 

David Denninger 

Frederick Doolittle 

Carol G. Dort 

Gail Dow 

Diana Dowd &   

              Craig Doremus 

Dr. & Mrs. Douglass Dressel 

Hannah N. Dring 

Maureen Duggan 

Mr. Henry P. Dynia 

Betsy Eaton 

Jeffrey Eaton 

Emerson Elliott 

Karen & John Ellis 

Lynn Erbe 

Elizabeth Fagerson 

Rachael Farrington & Peter Dickson 

Nalayini Fernando 

James A. Flagler 

Jessica-Jean K. Fletcher 

Jill Fogg 

David Forrest 

Sarah & Marc Fortin 

Jean Fraser 

Matt Frassica 

Mary Frenzke 

Carolyn & David Friedell 

Johanna Frissell 

Carol Fritz 

Susan Garfield & Lynda Mullen 

Carl Gatto & Thomas Jordan 

Judith A. Gervais 

John Gilmour 

Carlo Giobbi & Stoja Petrovic 

Allen Glen 

Emil Gotschlich 

Carol J. Gotwals 

Mary Graves 

Bob Grazer 

Phyllis Gregor 

Shelley & John Griffith 

Gunhild Gross 

Robelyn Guillerault 

Joan & William Hager 

Barbara Hall 

Barbara Loewenberg-Irlandy  

      & Jon Hall 

Marlise Hammond 

Elizabeth & Eric Handley 

Elizabeth Harding 

Janet Harkenrider 

Larry Hartwell 

Will Headlee 

JulieAnn Heinrich 

Mollie Heron 

Nancy & Jay Hewett 

Mr. Baron B. Hicken 

Gayle Hockenberry 

Maria Holloway 

Robert Holmes 

James Howe 

Jean & William Hubbell 

Dana Humphreys 

Charlotte Hurd 

Robert Isman 

Stephen Jenks 

Linnea K. Johnson 

Mark Johnson 

Gretchen Johnson 

John Johnson 

George Jones 

James Kavanagh 

David Kelly 

Valerie Kelly 

Belinda Kennerley 

Carol A. Kent 

Ruth & Michael Kepron 

Meridth Kerr 

Karen Kerrigan 

Reta King 

Drs. Nancy & Burton Knapp 

Paul Knight 

Ms. Caroline C. Knott 

Stephen Kowalyshyn 

Gerrie & Walter Kupper 

Mary & Thomas Lambert 

Steven Landry 

Dr. Keith Lauder 

BethAnn Lawrence 

Kathryn Leffler 



Celeste(up to $99) continued 
   

Penny Leman 

Kate & Greg Lewis 

Bruce Lindquist 

Albert Lingelbach 

Jill Linzee 

Jennifer Litchfield 

Mikki & David Little 

Amy Look 

Barbara Lovely 

Karen Madsen & Stephen Cohen 

Miriam Malkasian 

Appleton Mason 

Brian McCarthy 

James McCleave 

George H. McEvoy 

Sheila McGarr 

Maureen McLellan 

Barbara & Richard Merrill 

Rosalind Mohnsen 

Martha & Richard Moore 

Richae Morrow 

Chrystina Muncherian 

Troy Murray 

Susan Myers 

Ralph Nichols 

Carolyn Nishon & Kelly Muse 

April & Denis Noonan 

Sally Norris 

 

Gary Norton 

William Nye 

Carol O’Donnell 

Helen Ogden 

John Olson 

Amy & James Osborn 

Susan J. Parks 

F. Pattee 

Deborah & Arthur Pierce 

Dave Post 

Kathleen Potrepka 

James Poulin 

Marianne Quinn 

Robin Ratcliffe 

Stephen Record 

John Reese 

Elizabeth & Howard Rennie 

Catherine Richman 

Samatha Ricker 

John Rimkunas 

Rosemary & David Roberts 

Susan Robie 

Harold Rombach 

Emily Rude 

Mary & Bud Samilian 

Marjorie & Henry Saunders 

Nancy Sawyer 

Randall Schiller 

 

Samuel Schwartz 

Patrick Scollin 

Heather Sharkey 

Margaret Shepp 

Marcella & Foster Shibles 

Susan Shropshire 

Linell & Robert Slaktowicz 

Mary Smith 

JoNell Solander 

Arthur Sondheim 

Alice & Dick Spencer 

Anne & Donal Staples 

Sharon Staz 

Jane & Nathaniel Stevens 

Barbara Stevens 

Lucy Stinson 

Arthur Streeter 

Penny Swank 

Priscilla Sweetland 

Sarah & Hugh Taylor 

Herbert Taylor 

John Todd 

Sonia & Quentin Tonelli 

Justin Tourigny 

Kathleen Trafton 

Kieth Truesdale 

Bronwen & David Tudor 

Catherine Turley 

 

Seth Tyler 

Ann Varney 

Martha Vrana-Bossart 

Julia & Robert Walkling 

Charles Wallace 

Patricia Washburn 

Alex Webb 

Janet S. Welford 

Harriet R. Tobin 

Veronica Whall 

Ruth & Robert White 

Timothy Whitney 

Mary Whittemore 

Thomas J. Wieckowski 

Janet Williams 

Carol & Robert Witham 

Elizabeth Witt-Goodwin 

Matthew Woitaszek 

Chris Woods 

Raileen Yingst 

Barbara Young 

B. Lee Zacharias 

The Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ (FOKO) was founded in 1981 by a group of pipe organ lovers to provide 

concert programming and maintenance support for the Hermann Kotzschmar Memorial Organ, one of only 

two municipal organs in the United States. 

FOKO is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

Your generous support helps make our beautiful music possible. 



 Foundations 

Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc.  

Maine Community Foundation 

  

 In Honor Memorial Gifts  
David Kirstein and Elsa Geskus 

Nancy & Mark Terison 

Larry and Robin Rubinstein’s 57 Years! 

Kathleen B. Grammer 

Shireen Shahawy 

Anne Dalton & David W. Smith 

Lois Carlson 

Elaine & Arthur Mange 

Dr. Malcolm Cass & Hillie Cass  

Dianne & Fred Yosua 

Stephen Garvin 

Jane Garvin 

Harold O. Griffith 

   Shelley & John Griffith 

 Marguerite Kelly 

   Tony Barrett 

Robert A. Lee 

Barbara & Theordore Sergi 

Patricia Lockwood 

Linda & David Kirstein 

Leann Marks 

Maureen Duggan 

Harold & Ruth Taylor  

    JulieAnn Heinrich 

 Special Thanks to: 

City of Portland 

Andy Downs 

Foley Baker, Inc. 

David & Nick Wallace 

 

Merrill Auditorium Staff 

FOKO Docents 

FOKO Volunteers 

PortTIX 

 

Clare Norton 

Kevin Schneck 

Paul Schnell 

Note from the Executive Director: 
It took a village to get us to this night; from our friends at Merrill Auditorium, HeadLight AV and the city of        
Portland, to the patrons and sponsors (old and new) who donated and supported us, to a Board of Directors willing 
to take a big risk – we could not have reached this night without each and every person. When the COVID-19     
pandemic forced the closing of so many things we hold dear, people had to rally; they had to become creative and 
willing to think in terms they never had to before. I thank all of those visionaries for bringing us to this first for the 
Merrill stage since March of this year, and for this momentous first for the Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ. We 
are so fortunate that the city of Portland’s organ can ring out on this night. Thank you, one and all, for helping us 
get here. And for helping us think broadly and daringly for the months ahead. Be well. Be healthy. Be safe. 

 
With much gratitude, 
Shireen Shahawy 
Executive Director, Friends of the Kotzschmar Organ 

Principal Gifts ($1,000–$4,999) 
Supporting Gifts ($500–$999) 

     Peter Haynes Nancy and Mark Terison 

Community Gifts ($10–$499) 
Peter Bowman 

Paula Barbour-Brennan & John Brennan 

Ann Carter 

Kathleen & Marlin Conrad 

Betsy Eaton 

Betsy Fenwick 

Sandi Goolden 

Mary Graves 

Mr. & Mrs. Reed Markley 

Judy McCollum 

Martha & Richard Moore 

Donald Sarles 

Cornils Ambassadors Fund 

The following generous donors have made gifts or pledges to the Cornils Ambassadors Fund. This fund was created by the FOKO Board of Directors to allow anyone to 
contribute to honor the 27 year tenure and accomplishments of Ray Cornils as Portland’s tenth Municipal Organist. These funds are used for the general purposes of the 
advancement of the Kotzschmar Organ and its programming. This list includes donations received from April 1, 2019 to September 22, 2020.  



 
 

 



Thank you to our season sponsors  
(2019-2020 and 2020-2021) 

for their support of the Kotzschmar Organ. 


